118	NON-VIOLENCE IN  PEACE AND WAR
Q. Is it open to a soldier to fire in the air and avoid
violence ?
A. A soldier, who having enlisted himself flattered
himself that he was avoiding violence by shooting in the
air, did no credit to his courage or to his creed of non-
violence. In my scheme of things such a man would be
held to be guilty of untruth and cowardice both—cowardice
in that in order to escape punishment he enlisted, and
untruth in that he enlisted to serve as soldier and did not
fire as expected. Such a thing discredits the cause of waging
war against war. The war-resistershave to be like Caesar's
wife—above suspicion. Their strength lies in absolute
adherence to the morality of the question,
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THE GREATEST FORCE
Non-violence is at the root of every one of my activities
and therefore also of the three public activities on which
I am just now visibly concentrating all my energy. These
are untouchability, Khadi, and village regeneration in
general. Hindu Muslim unity is my fourth love. But so
far as any visible manifestation is concerned, I have owned
defeat on that score. Let the public, however, not assume
therefrom that I am inactive. If not during my lifetime,
I know that after my death both Hindus and Mussalmans
will bear witness that I had never ceased to yearn after
communal peace.
Non-violence to be a creed has to be all-pervasive.
I cannot be non-violent about one activity of mine and
violent about others. That would be a policy, not a life-
force. That being so, I cannot be indifferent about the
wax that Italy is now waging against Abyssinia. But I
have resisted most pressing invitations to express my opinion
and give a lead to the country. Self-suppression is often
necessary in the interest of Truth and Non-violence.  If

